
Oak Tree Elementary School 
The Monroe Public Schools, in collaboration with the members of 

the community, shall ensure that all students receive an 
exemplary education by well-trained, committed staff, in a 

safe and orderly environment.   
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Dear Oak Tree Families, 
As I sit and write to you, it is hard for me to believe that the month of June is 
here and my eighth year as your principal is coming to a close.  And what a year it 
has been!!!  I hope you will agree with me that the first half of the year was filled 
with learning, new friendships, special events, sharing, and best of all lots of smiles!  
My favorite part of the day will always be walking through the hallways visiting 
classrooms and receiving spontaneous hugs and greetings from your children.  No 
job could be any more rewarding.  Since March, many changes occurred as we began 
a journey together called remote learning.  However, learning continued as well as 
sharing, and I still get to visit with the classes and see their smiling faces and listen 
to their stories. 
 
As I look back, there are so many highlights that I can fondly recall: 

 Virtual Spirit Weeks 
 Virtual Bedtime Stories read by Staff 
 First Grade Planetarium 
 One Book One School 
 Book Fairs, Holiday Shop, Pumpkin Patch 
 Virtual Field Day and Field Trips 
 Author Visit 
 Celebration Days 
 Jump Rope for Heart 
 Mindfulness Days 
 Assemblies 

While remembering the past year, I look upon the upcoming one with anticipation 
and excitement as we begin to plan.  Please enjoy your summer with your families 
and take the time to relax and cherish those special moments that go by so quickly.  
It is also important to put some time aside to read and practice math facts.  Keep 
a journal to refine writing skills.  There are so many fun ways to keep learning even 
during the lazy days of July and August (see some suggestions below).  We will 
anxiously be awaiting your return in September!   



Kindest regards, 
 

Patty Dinsmore 
Principal                     patricia.dinsmore@monroe.k12.nj.us 

 
Exercise Your Children’s Minds During the Summer  

 Transform everyday activities into learning activities.  Children can count change, read 
directions, write a shopping list, or calculate for a recipe. 

 Give children their own activity book with crossword puzzles or number games.  Set a 
“due date” to keep them on track. 

 Assign a daily block of time for family members to turn off phones, computers, the TV, 
and iPads, and instead play a board game or read together. 

 Set aside at least 15 minutes a day for the entire family to read. 

 Sneak learning into family trips including the zoo, museums, or historic sites.  Build 
physical activity in the lazy days of summer – take walks, play catch, or jump rope. 

 Have an international evening in which you cook a meal from another country.  Learn 
basic words from that country’s language.  Search for the country on a map.   

 

CLASS PLACEMENT 
 Please note that this summer, class placement for the 2020-21 school year will be 
available through Parent Access in August. Hard copy letters for students entering 
grades 1, 2, and 3 will not be sent out. Parents will get a notification e-mail to login to 
the parent portal, and must acknowledge all required forms through Parent Access 
prior to seeing their child’s class placement. Please take the time now to ensure 
that your Parent Access account is functional. If you have any issue logging in, 
please contact the Oak Tree Main Office.  
 
Placement letters for incoming kindergarten students will be mailed home. 

A WORD FROM MRS. AMENDOLA 
As the summer is quickly approaching, it’s a nice idea to slow down and reflect on the school 
year.  We hope you all had as much fun as we did this year!  Although the school year is not 
ending the way we traditionally do, it’s important to reflect on all the fun things we were able to 
complete this year.  The classrooms were filled with wonderful, enriching activities and so much 
hard work was put forth by the students and teachers.   
 
This month we will focus our character education instruction on reflection.  You can support our 
lessons at home by discussing the character value with your child, modeling the value, and 
reading books with your child. 
 
June’s character value is reflection.  Before reading some of the books listed below, have a 
conversation with your child about this character trait and ways in which they can reflect on their 
school year and on the character traits they learned this year.  This will support the discussions 
and lessons we teach here at Oak Tree.  Below are some books that you can read with your 
child, which have themes related to the character trait: 

 The Way I feel by Janan Cain 
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 Roberto: The Insect Architect by Nina Laden 

 Spoon by Amy Krouse Rosenthal 

 Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig 

 Hooray for Diffendoofer Day! by Dr. Seuss  
 
Web Resources 
There are so many wonderful educational websites and applications for mobile devices 
available for you to download and use.  You may have some favorites that your children love to 
use, or maybe you are stuck with where to start.  With distance learning occurring, many 
companies have made paid resources free during this unprecedented time.  Below are some 
resources to get you started: 
  
Apps for mobile devices 

 Word Wagon by Duck Duck Moose – For iOS devices 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/word-wagon-by-duck-duck-moose/id423629048 

- Word Wagon is an app that teach letters, phonics and spelling. Based on Common 

Core State Standards kids learn letter names, sounds and spelling of 4 and 6 letter 

words. 

      Counting Caterpillar – For iOS devices  

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/more-or-less-add-and-subtract/id992440382?mt=8 

- Counting Caterpillar teaches the basics of counting with fun game play, beautiful 

graphics and quality sound effects.  

Math Game Time http://www.mathgametime.com/ 

Organized by grade or subject, children can play math games and get homework help. 

Ready Jet Go!  Space Explorer 

http://pbskids.org/apps/ready-jet-go-space-explorer.html 

-A free app from PBS Kids that will get kids interested in the stars, constellations, and 

other aspects of the nighttime sky. With four modes of play, there’s something for 

everyone, but the most exciting part is the app’s capability to “see” what is in the sky 

above the user and allow users to learn about objects in the sky that they can really see 

right now. 

 Outdoor Family Fun with Plum 

 https://pbskids.org/apps/outdoor-family-fun-with-plum.html 

This app offers daily activities that will get your family outside, exploring your 
neighborhood and learning about nature. It's part of PLUM LANDING, a PBS KIDS 
project that helps kids develop a love for this amazing and beautiful planet we call home. 
Veggie Bottoms Kitchen – For iOS devices http://veggiebottoms.com/  

-Head into the kitchen and get cooking with the Chef Monty in Veggie Bottoms Kitchen. 

Discover lots of healthy recipes too. 

            Have a wonderful and relaxing summer.  We can’t wait to see you in September! 
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REPORT CARDS 
Parent access to report cards will open on June 24th.   
 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL FIELD DAY 

Oak Tree Elementary School will host its first ever Virtual Field Day 

on Friday June 5th.  Students will have access to a “Virtual Choice Board” of 

twenty physical activity challenges. The link will be posted by all homeroom 

teachers on the day of the event and remain active on the Oak Tree Physical Education Page 

for your enjoyment!! (please be sure to use your student email address to access the link). 

 
 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR SCHOOL NURSE, MRS. MC NUTT 
  It has been a pleasure working with each of you and your children this school year. I hope you 

all have a safe, happy, healthy and restful summer.  

New medication orders are required for each new school year and next year’s forms 

can be found on the district website. Please access the forms by connecting to the 

health office tab, the link for forms can be found on the left side of the page. If your 

child has an inhaler in school, an asthma action plan is needed and if your child has 

an epipen in school for food allergies, an allergy action plan is required. Please 

have those forms completed over the summer and return them with the medication in 

September.  

If you have a child who will be entering Oak Tree kindergarten or first grade this 

September, please complete all required forms and return them to the health office 

as soon as possible. Thank you for your help and cooperation with this. 

 

STUDENT BELONGINGS 

Personal belongings for students in grades K-2 have been packed up and will be transferred to 

your child’s classroom for the 2020-21 school year.   If you gave your child’s teacher permission 

to discard the items, then only their school headphones will be relocated.  Grade 3 students 

have designated days and times for pick-up of belongings since they will be moving up to 

Applegarth.  If parents are not able to pick up, then those bags will also be transferred to AES 

for the fall. 

 
 



NEWS FROM OUR MEDIA SPECIALIST 
Parents – Continue the online reading experiences with your child with these wonderful 
websites... 
 
Check out Tumblebooks for our younger readers! TumbleBooks are  
animated, talking eBooks which teach kids the joy of reading in a  
format they'll love! The username and password is on the  
right-hand side. The username for Oak Tree families is “oaktree” and the password is 
“books”. 
 
Check out Bookflix for movie versions of classic books. Use username 
 "oakflix" and password "flix". 
 
All students should have access to their Reading Eggs &  
Reading Eggspress accounts until the first week of August  
so keep earning and reading this summer. 
 
I also recommend signing up your family for a free  
Hoopla account. See this video for help if needed:  
https://www.loom.com/share/07f6cc2720424f638368dfa987a3471d 

 

 

Create a Hoopla account! | 

Loom | Free Screen & Video 

Recording Software 

Easy and free screen recorder for Mac, 

Windows, and Chromebooks. Record your 

camera and screen with audio directly from 

your Chrome browser and share the video 

with your team, friends, and family. 

www.loom.com 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 

June 5  Virtual Field Day 
June 24  Last Day of School!!   
   Parent Access to Report Cards                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS  
Student Council had another great year, full of giving back to our 

community!  We would like to thank all of our wonderful third grade 

student council representatives for a job well done!  Two 

representatives from all nine third grade homerooms worked hard all 

year to help make each project and fundraiser successful.  Our school 

raised close to $12,000 during the month of October and throughout the 

remainder of the school year for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 

through our “Pennies for Patients” fundraiser…wow!!  That beats our 

school record and we could not be happier!  Way to go!!  During the 

month of November, our school participated in a Thanksgiving Food 

Drive where we donated food to the Monroe Twp. Food Bank.  During 

our Holiday Gift Drive in December, hundreds of gifts were wrapped and 

delivered to children in need, making their holidays a little brighter.  In 

March, we participated in the M.C.F.O.O.D.S food drive once again where 

we donated canned food items to the Middlesex County Food Bank.  In addition, we participated 

in a recycling challenge with other Monroe schools throughout the year, collecting plastic bags 

to be recycled.  Although we did not win the challenge, we contributed over 400 pounds of 

plastic – great job!  Every little bit counts and helps.   We sure accomplished quite a bit 

throughout the year!  Without the student council representatives’ dedication and hard work, 

none of this would have been possible.  Thank you to all of the students, the staff and our Oak 

Tree family members for being so generous and supportive throughout the year.   It is greatly 

appreciated and we are looking forward to another successful Student Council program next 

school year! 

 



COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

Our value for the month of June is “Reflection”.  For our students, we define reflection as taking 

time to think about and consider our choices and actions.  During this month we will be looking 

back and reviewing all of the important values, or “words of the month”, that we have learned 

and practiced throughout this school year.  We will also be marveling over how much we have 

grown intellectually, physically, and socially in the past ten months.  We will reflect not just on 

our progress made this year, but also on our day-to-day choices as our excitement grows 

with summer break in the near future.  We will be emphasizing the need to continue 

to practice all of our positive behaviors which we have learned throughout this 

year and into the summer.  Taking some time each day to reflect on our 

choices and actions helps us to evaluate them and determine if they were 

beneficial for us.  This can be done at home, too.  Spend a quiet minute or 

two each day with your children and ask them to reflect on the things that went 

well during that day as well as the things that can be done differently in the future.  Together, 

notice how the positives in each day are usually caused by someone behaving with respect, 

responsibility, compassion, (or any of our monthly values).   As always, we can’t wait to see how 

our students surprise us with their thoughtful and reflective moments.  Have a wonderful month! 

 

 

NEWS FROM OUR 

READING 

SPECIALIST 

Summer is just around 

the corner! This is a 

great time of year to 

check out the hours for 

Monroe’s Public Library. 

Keep those reading skills 

current by choosing 

leveled books by grade 

level (the library will 

keep a list at the 

circulation desk or 

online), taking out books 



on CD (great for fluency!), and checking out books written by your child’s favorite author. 

Another great plan is to set aside 15-20 minutes of reading per day and changing the materials 

you use: try comic books, Sports Illustrated for Kids, online reading, or catalogs. Here’s a 

website I really like: www.storylineonline.net Keep writing skills on track by having your child 

write and draw pictures about a favorite book they’ve read with you. They can even send letters 

about their favorite stories to friends and relatives. 

Have a great summer! 

Mrs. Kappus 

 

MAY FALCON LEADERSHIP AWARD WINNERS 

Congratulations to our winners: 

 
1 Misha Patel 
2 Mahi Manchikanti 
3  Rohan Patloori 
 

 
 

 

Have a wonderful summer! 

http://www.storylineonline.net/

